
 Pennington offers a premium line of food plot seed 
products for whitetail deer under the Rackmaster® and Buck-
masters® brands. Leading these brands are two seed product 
mixes that have quickly become favorites of deer hunters and 
wildlife enthusiasts across the country – Rackmaster “Elite” 
and Buckmasters “Feeding Frenzy”.
 Packaged in the distinctive orange bag of Pennington’s 
Rackmaster brands, Rackmaster Elite is a unique food plot seed 
mixture developed to attract whitetail deer, produce high forage 
yields and last for years without replanting. This product was 
developed to improve the health of the entire deer herd with 
superior nutrition for extended months through out the year. 
(See Table 1) 

 
 
 

Ingredients include oats, wheat, grain rye, winter peas, annual 
and perennial clover, brassica, chicory and Trophy Radishes™. 
These forages provide high protein and energy to increase antler 
and body mass of bucks, improve milk production in does 
and increase the weight of developing fawns. Elite features 
Durana and Patriot perennial white clovers. These two power-
house clovers were specifically developed to withstand heavy 
grazing and thrive in challenging environments. They require 
little maintenance and can tolerate acidic soil conditions 
and aggressively compete with weeds and grasses commonly 
found in wildlife food plots.  Durana and Patriot produce 
forage containing 25-30% protein and are university and 
field proven to last three times longer than ladino clovers. As 
legumes, they produce their own nitrogen that is shared with 
other plants thus reducing the amount of expensive nitrogen 
fertilizer needed.
 To enhance and cement their commitment to the 
wildlife industry, Pennington formed a partnership five years 
ago with Buckmasters®. This unique partnership brought 
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together one of the largest and most recognized producers of 
seed in the world with one of the biggest names in the wild-
life industry. 

   

Out of this partnership came Buckmasters Feeding Frenzy.  
Feeding Frenzy was developed specifically to germinate quick-
ly, grow fast, and attract and hold whitetails around the food 
plot for the entire hunting season. Ingredients include winter 
hardy small grains, brassica, sweet winter peas, high protein 
annual clovers and Trophy Radishes™.  These forages furnish 
energy and nutrition for post-rut bucks and pregnant does 
during the cold winter months on into spring. (See Table 2)
 Both Elite and Feeding Frenzy are coated with Germ-
Max - Pennington’s patented germination enhancement treat-
ment for faster emergence, healthier plants and more robust 
growth of food plot forage. 

Rackmaster Elite and Buckmasters Feeding Frenzy highlight product line up

Table 2

tiPS For SuCCeSSFul Fall eStabliSHMent oF WHite Clover in exiSting PaStureS

•	 Manage	grazing	during	establishment. It is important to 
minimize grass shading and allow sunlight to reach the 
clover seedlings. Flash grazing is a useful tool to remove 
competing grass with minimal grazing damage to young 
clover seedlings. 

•	 Consider	fertilizer	and	poultry	litter	effects	on	seedlings. 
Avoid applications of nitrogen fertilizer or poultry litter 
while clover is establishing as these applications will favor 
grass growth and increase competition. Light nitrogen ap-
plications (30-40 lbs per acre) should only be applied when 
grass production (1) is desperately needed and (2) can be 
reliably and effectively removed with grazing to prevent 
shading of clover seedlings. If nitrogen is added to these 
stands, pastures must be grazed in a controlled manner to 
prevent grasses from out competing clover. Conduct graz-
ing in a manner that avoids or minimizes clover injury. If 
controlled grazing methods are not feasible, do not apply 
nitrogen during the establishment year. 

•	 Scout	for	insect	damage	in	early	fall.	Insects can be a seri-
ous pest when planting legumes in the fall. Pygmy crickets 
can quickly and completely eliminate newly emerged seed-
lings. Scout fields closely and be ready to apply an appro-
priate insecticide if necessary. Crickets may be difficult to 
spot, but their presence will be indicated by small circular-
shaped bites on clover seedling leaflets. Delaying planting 
until after a killing frost greatly decreases insect pressure.

•	 Use	drills	with	seed	boxes	designed	for	small	seed	meter-
ing	and	delivery.	If planting with a no-till drill, use the 
coulters or disc openers to slice existing sod and lightly 
scratch the soil surface. Use press wheels to establish good 
seed-soil contact at a shallow depth. Seeding depth should 
not exceed 1/4-1/2 inch. 

Information taken from “White Clover Establishment and Man-
agement Guide” UGA Bulletin 1251 - Dr. John Andrae – Crop 
and Soil Sciences Dept.

•	 Clovers	are	highly	responsive	to	potassium	and	phosphate,	
so	adequate	amounts	of	these	nutrients	are	critical	for	estab-
lishment,	persistence	and	productivity. Soil should be limed 
to a minimum pH of 6.0.

•	 Be	sure	that	no	herbicide	with	residual	broadleaf	activity	
has	been	applied	to	the	field	in	recent	weeks	and	months	
prior	to	seeding. 2,4-D has a short residual activity (2–3 
weeks), but dicamba (Banvel or Weedmaster) has a 120 day 
residual activity and picloram (Grazon P+D) has residual 
activity as long or longer depending upon application rate 
and timing.

•	 Remove	excess	forage	and	thatch	just	prior	to	seeding.	This 
will prevent shading, improve seed-soil contact, and help clo-
ver seedlings survive. Ideally, excess forage should be removed 
with heavy grazing, but haying is also an acceptable alterna-
tive. 

•	 “Chemical	frosts”	will	suppress	autumn	tall	fescue	growth	
and	favor	clovers	at	establishment. In many stands of tall 
fescue, clover can be established without chemical suppres-
sion. However, if tall fescue sod is dense, low rate applica-
tions of Gramoxone are helpful in suppressing sod to en-
hance establishment of white clover. Chemical frosts should 
only be attempted on well established tall fescue. Follow label 
requirements closely and calibrate the sprayer as tall fescue 
can be excessively thinned or killed with improper herbicide 
rates or under environmentally stressful conditions. Banded 
applications of Gramoxone that treat approximately 40 
percent of tall fescue can also be used to help minimize grass 
injury and allow good clover establishment.

•	 When	establishing	white	clover	in	bermudagrass	or	other	
perennial	warm	season	grasses,	delay	planting	until	after	a	
killing	frost	to	minimize	grass	competition.	Plant clover into 
closely grazed sod in fall or early winter after warm season 
grasses are dormant.

 Clover seeding growth must be favored when planted in competitive established grasses like tall fescue or 
bermudagrass. Excess competition from companion grass is probably the most common reason for clover establishment 
failures. Remember that during establishment, grass is the enemy! Several management techniques can be implemented to 
aid clover establishment.

Table 1



steps to prevent tall fescue stand loss
•	 Avoid overgrazing (i.e., grazing tall fescue shorter than  
      2-3 inches)
•	 Avoid cutting the plants shorter than 3 inches when                                 
 mowing or cutting for hay
•	 Control winter annual weeds 
•	 Avoid sod-seeding winter annuals into tall fescue    
      stands
•	 Minimize grazing and foot traffic during summer                
 dormancy and winter months.

      The discovery of radishes as a food source for deer has 
created quite a bit of excitement among deer enthusiasts as 
well as in the market place.  It seems seed suppliers have all 
jumped into the market offering their own versions of so-
called “deer radish”.  This has led to confusion in the food 

plot seed market.
     The scientific name for all radish 
species is identical, but all radishes are 
not the same type.  There are tillage 
radish, oilseed radish, forage radish 
and daikon radish. Dr. Ray Weil at 
the University of Maryland has done 
extensive research on the use of radish 
as a cover crop for agricultural use.  The 
end result was a trademarked selec-
tion –Tillage Radish® – that is currently 
available for use as a soil conditioner 

and cover crop.  Pennington’s Trophy Radishes™ is a selection 
of Tillage Radish known to be highly palatable to deer. 
 Unlike many of the other deer radishes being offered 
on the market, Trophy Radishes™ is thoroughly researched 
and proven as a food plot forage. According to the University 
of Maryland Extension Service, Trophy Radishes™ produce 
5,000 lbs/acre of dry matter top growth and an additional 
2,000 lbs/acre of dry matter root growth. This is higher than 
rape, kale or turnips. In a forage analysis test performed at 
the Clemson University Agricultural Service Laboratory, , 
crude protein level in immature plant leaves was 43.6%.   

A New York test of mature frostbitten leaves revealed a pro-
tein content of 20% protein with the radish roots containing 
23% protein. Both tops and roots also contained significant 
levels of trace minerals essential to deer including copper, 
zinc, manganese and boron. 
 Pennington Seed, Inc. has exclusive distribution 
rights in the U.S. Remember, any radishes not sold by Pen-
nington are not Trophy Radishes™!

                                                           

not all raDiSHeS are "troPHieS"

Winterizing berMuDa HayFielDS HelPS inSure Plant Survival anD vigor

      Winterizing is a common term used on the farm. 
Farmers winterize tractors, pickup trucks, water pipes, hay 
balers, combines and other farm equipment every fall. They 
do this to maximize the life and productive use of the ma-
chinery. Producers realize that a little time and money spent 
in the fall to winterize their equipment pays big dividends in 
the springtime. Winterizing is also extremely important for 
bermuda hayfields. A little attention in the fall can pay hand-
somely in the spring with healthier, thicker and more robust 
bermuda stands. 
 Fertilization and cutting management is key to 
winterizing bermuda. The last nitrogen fertilizer applica-
tion each year should not be applied less than 6 to 8 weeks 
before a killing frost to help prevent winter kill. Maintaining 
medium to high levels of phosphorus and potassium in the 
soil throughout the growing season greatly enhances disease 
prevention and bermuda stand survival. If season ending 
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 At the risk of starting off this discussion on a pes-
simistic note, we should recognize that there will always 
be some amount of stand loss associated with tall fescue in 
Georgia. Even the most favorable environments in the North 
Georgia mountains will see some stand loss from year to year. 
For those in the Piedmont region, the rate of loss is typically 
higher because that region is on the edge of the adaptability 
zone of tall fescue. But, there are steps that can be taken that 
will minimize the stand loss. 
 One of the most important preventative measures 
is the use of varieties of tall fescue that can withstand these 
stresses. Table 1 demonstrates that several of the newer variet-
ies produce high yields and maintain strong stands. In fact, 
the original (Jesup MaxQ) and the latest (Texoma MaxQ II) 
novel endophyte varieties are among the best at maintaining 
stands. One can see that KY-31, the oldest and most common 
tall fescue variety, provides strong stands, too (mostly because 
of the toxin-producing endophyte that it has in it). But, the 
major negative effects that endophyte-infected tall fescue has 
on animal production make this variety one to avoid.      

Proper Timing of N Application is Key

 Arguably, the most important step to avoid tall
fescue stand loss is proper timing of nitrogen fertilization. 
Most folks put on a large amount of N on tall fescue pastures 
and hayfields in mid-April. This is commonly applied as 
poultry litter. Though poultry litter is an excellent resource 
and one that can fit with tall fescue production systems, it has 
to be properly timed. A time of year that is crucial for fertil-
izing tall fescue is in mid to late October. This is especially true 
for users of poultry litter. 
 There are several reasons for this, but suffice it to say 
that tall fescue tillers (spreads out) in response to fall N ap-
plications. This will enable the stand to thicken and give it a 
healthier stand in the spring. Further, when N is applied to 
the stand in mid-April, it causes the tall fescue plants to grow 
longer into the summer dormancy period than it would oth-
erwise do. This results in a weaker stand of tall fescue and one 
that is more susceptible to the heat, humidity, and high respi-
ration rate discussed previously. This is especially common in 
poultry litter-fertilized pastures and is exacerbated by the fact 
that much of the N from poultry litter only becomes available 
in time for tall fescue’s warm season rivals (e.g., common ber-
mudagrass, crabgrass, dallisgrass, broadleaf weeds, etc.).

     Variety  **3 yr. avg. yield        ***% Basal Cover
   Ky 31 E+       7160   95.0
   Texoma MaxQII     8206   91.3
   Jesup MaxQ  7775   90.3
   Cowgirl        7109   57.5
   BarOptima        6589     1.9
   Jesup EF        7338     0.6
   Bronson        7239                0.0
   Drover              7784     0.0
*Planted	Oct.	10,	2008
**Dry	lbs/acre	2008-1010
***Assessed	Jan.	21,	2011

Table 1. *Average yield and % basal cover of tall fescue varieties
Athens, GA

WHat Can be Done to Prevent tall FeSCue StanD loSS? 
by DenniS HanCoCk, Forage extenSion SPeCialiSt, univerSity oF georgia

To promote optimum fescue growth and survival, avoid 
grazing or mowing the plants below a height of 3". 

 
  Pennington’s Trophy Radishes™ are a selection of 
  Tillage Radish known to be highly palatable to deer. They
  have been thoroughly researched and proven as a food
  plot forage. Delaware wildlife consultant Jay Klaverweiden 
  displays Trophy Radishes growing in his food plots.

Photo by Tes Randle Jolly. All rights reserved. 

soil levels are low, apply phosphorus and/or potassium 
fertilizer per soil test recommendation in late summer/
early fall to build up root reserves going into the winter. 
Leave at least 3 - 4” of forage growth entering winter. This 
growth serves as a blanket to help insulate and protect the 
plants from freezing temperatures. Fall is also a good time 
to apply lime if needed. This will allow time for the mate-
rial to move down into the soil with moisture during the 
winter months. 

Properly	winterizing	forage	bermudagrass	helps	insure	
healthier,	thicker	and	more	productive	stands.
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