
Reader  Serv ices

 The majority of the preparation necessary to be in front 
of the backdrop on show day is done prior to getting to the 
show. You must know the personality of your calf and be able 
to make them present well. Knowing your calf ’s strengths 
and weaknesses will help you clip them properly. Daily hair 
care and maintenance is vital to show day grooming and 
presentation. Clipping can help to straighten out the lines in 
a calf so that they are tied 
together are appear their 
very best when it’s time to 
hit the show ring. 

Learn Who Your Calf Is
 During the initial 
phases of the show season 
it is extremely important 
to learn the personality 
of your calf and spend 
the necessary time to 
help your calf develop a 
mentality it takes to be 
show ring worthy.  The 
breaking process can be 
one of the most important 
during the course of the 
show season. Making 
sure you have your calf 
prepared for all that the show season has in store is extremely 
vital to a successful year.  Each time you walk into the barn, 
you must have a patient attitude that is going to be conducive 
for you as well as your calf.  If this is done appropriately it can 
contribute to a more joyful and successful experience in all 
aspects of the show season. 
 
Know Your Calf ’s Strengths and Weaknesses
 Having the ability to evaluate your project with a non-
biased eye is crucial for the development of your calf and will 
only enhance your skills as a cattleman or cattlewoman.   This 
will also help you when you are grooming, clipping and fitting 
for a show.  The object of clipping is to enhance the strong 
points of your calf and to blend and hide the weaknesses.  

Daily Hair Care and Maintenance
 I cannot stress the importance of daily hair and hide care.  
Though Georgia is known for its hot, humid climate, it is 
still possible to make the slickest haired cattle have a healthy 
coat.  My suggestion for optimal hair growth and health is to 
strip the dirt and grime from the hide by thorough rinsing 
on a daily basis.  This will enhance your ability to lift the hair 
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off the hide and make it easier when it comes time to clip 
and fit.  In order to completely strip all oils and dirt from the 
hide and hair, designate one day a week to wash your calf.  
Though it is important to wash your calf, the daily rinsing 
is more vital to hide and hair health.  It is better to hit more 
base hits throughout the week rather than hit one homerun 
on the weekends.  After rinsing and washing, utilize your 

brush and comb to get the 
hair headed in the right 
direction and lift it off the 
hide.  Once all the hair 
is heading in the right 
direction use your blower 
to continue make the hair 
go the right way and to 
lift it off the hide.  This 
extra pop that you get 
out of using your blower 
will add to a softer, higher 
quality look once in the 
show ring. 

Clipping 
 There is plenty to 
learn when it comes to 
grooming your project. 
Along with what we 

have previously discussed, there are some necessary tools that 
I would strongly recommend.  I have found that the Andis 
5-Speed clippers along with super blocking, medium blending 
and Wide 10 blades are the most frequently used tools in 
my clipper box.  The Andis 5-Speeds are light and durable 
while still having all the power you will need. These easy-to-
use clippers, along with sharp blades and practice will make 
for better results.  I have found that the easiest way to start 
clipping is what I call peak and valley clipping. Pay attention 
to your cattle on the wash rack when they are wet to see their 
true conformation (peaks and valleys). Clip the hair tight on 
the peaks and leave hair longer in the valleys to create a more 
straight line look in the calf.  Use the medium blending blades 
on the peaks. Using the super blocking blades, you can blend 
the extremes of the calf to help tie all of the pieces together 
in a uniform package. Wide 10’s can be used on heads, tails 
and sheaths, but they can also be utilized to blend necks and 
shoulders. This is particularly helpful in the hotter months 
when the hair is shorter. 

 Courtesy of the Georgia Cattleman.

By Matt Shirley


